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Recent editions have taken place in:

The 12th International Conference on Sustainable Development in the 
Minerals Industry – SDIMI 2026 is a global forum where academia, industry, 

government, and international organizations converge to shape the future of 
sustainable mining.

Organized by the Society of Mining Professors (SOMP), the Faculty of 
Mines of the National University of Colombia, and Enlace Ingeniería 
S.A.S., the event will bring together thought leaders, decision-makers, 

international experts, and companies that are investing in and transforming 
the mining industry worldwide.

After being hosted in cities such as Vancouver, Beijing, Sydney, Windhoek, 
and Turin, SDIMI now arrives in Medellín—one of the most dynamic 

innovation and business ecosystems in Latin America.

In today’s context, where environmental and social responsibility are 
increasingly critical, SDIMI 2026 provides a platform to explore the latest 
innovations and strategies across the key pillars of sustainable mining:
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Attendees will be able to:

Access high-level international 
conferences.

Learn about real-world cases, 
innovations, and global trends.

Participate in networking opportunities 
with industry leaders.

Discover technological, environmental, 
and social solutions applied to the 
sector.

Connect with companies, universities, 
governments, and international 
organizations.

Take part in a technical field 
experience.

Be part of a global conversation on 
sustainable mining.

SDIMI 2026 is not just a conference: it is a 
strategic platform to update knowledge, build 
partnerships, identify trends, strengthen 
business relationships, and connect with the 
key players shaping the future of sustainable 
mining.

Why attend?



MINING OPERATIONS
New technologies, efficiency, productivity, digitalization, automation, 

artificial intelligence, and process optimization.

MINE CLOSURE
Responsible closure strategies, environmental restoration, mining 

liabilities, and territorial transition.

SOCIAL INTEGRATION
Communities, social license, gender, inclusion, small-scale mining, 

formalization, and territorial development.

GOVERNANCE
ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance factors), traceability, 
transparency, indicators, sustainable financing, public policy, and 

compliance.
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The pillars shaping
global mining



Strategic Topics
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SDIMI 2026 will address some of the most relevant topics for the 
future of the industry:

Socioeconomic, environmental, and operational indicators.

Governance and transparency in mining.

Climate change and mining resilience.

Circular economy and waste valorization.

Critical minerals and energy transition.

Digitalization, big data, artificial intelligence, and smart mining.

Water and sustainability in mining.

Mine closure and environmental liability remediation.

Gender equity, diversity, and inclusion.

Sustainability in artisanal and small-scale mining.

Sustainable financing and ESG criteria.



  Speakers

German economist and internationally recognized expert in sustain-
able mining, resource management, post-mining strategies, and 
mining education. He served as President of the Technische Hoch-
schule Georg Agricola (THGA) in Bochum (2006–2022) and currently 
chairs DMT-Gesellschaft für Lehre und Bildung mbH, in addition to 
serving as a professor at RWTH Aachen University.

SDIMI 2026 will feature global leaders and key figures who are transforming the conver-
sation on sustainable mining:

Jürgen Kretschmann
Germany

Brigitte Baptiste
Colombia
Colombian biologist graduated from the Pontifical Xavierian University 
(Pontificia Universidad Javeriana), with a Master’s degree in Tropical 
Conservation and Development from the University of Florida. She 
served for nearly a decade as Director of the Alexander von Humboldt 
Biological Resources Research Institute and currently serves as 
President (Rector) of EAN University, a higher education institution 
focused on sustainable entrepreneurship.

Juan Camilo Nariño Alcocer
Colombia
Economist from Javeriana University, with a Master’s degree in Public 
Affairs and Citizen Participation. He has held senior positions in both 
the public and private sectors, standing out for his business association 
leadership, regulatory expertise, and participation in international trade 
negotiations. He served as Vice President of ANDI, Colombia’s 
Anti-Corruption Czar, and Co-Chair of the Pacific Alliance Business 
Council.

Expert in mineral processing, energy efficiency, critical metals 
recovery, and Director of the Raw Materials Institute of Asturias. 
Associate Professor of Mineral Processing Technology at the Univer-
sity of Oviedo and Director of the Raw Materials Institute of Asturias.

Juan María Menéndez
Spain



Wilfredo López
Colombia
Mining and Metallurgical Engineer, graduated from the School of 
Mines at the National University of Colombia, and holds a Master’s 
degree in Mining Engineering with a specialization in geostatistics 
from the Colorado School of Mines. He has more than 40 years of 
professional experience in mining operations, mineral reserve estima-
tion, mine planning, design, and management for both open-pit and 
underground mines, involving gold, limestone, coal, and industrial 
mineral deposits.

Director of the Humanitarian Engineering Program at Colorado 
School of Mines and a recognized leader in sustainability, social 
justice, and ethics in engineering.
He holds a Ph.D. in Science and Technology Studies from Virginia 
Tech and degrees in Mechanical and Aeronautical Engineering from 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

Professor at the Faculty of Mines of the National University of Colom-
bia, Medellín campus, with more than 28 years of experience in 
mining, extractive metallurgy, materials science, and sustainable 
resource development. He holds a Ph.D. in Metallurgy and Materials 
from the University of Oviedo, Spain. He leads the Ignea Research 
Group and collaborates internationally on sustainable mining, 
materials innovation, water management in artisanal mining, and 
mercury reduction.

Juan C. Lucena
United States

Óscar Jaime Restrepo Baena
Colombia
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The arrival airport for international participants is José María Córdova 
International Airport (MDE), located in Rionegro, approximately 30 
minutes from Medellín.

Medellín has direct and indirect air connections from major cities in 
the Americas, Europe, and other continents. There are direct flights 
from Madrid and multiple connections from cities such as Panama 
City, Bogotá, Miami, New York, Mexico City, Lima, Paris, Frankfurt, and 
Amsterdam.

Most international participants do not require a visa to enter 
Colombia. However, it is recommended to check the entry require-
ments in advance based on your country of origin.

If a visa is required, the event organizers can provide an invitation 
letter to support the application process.

Medellín is known as the City of Eternal Spring and maintains 
average temperatures between 20 and 25 degrees Celsius.
The recommended attire for academic sessions is business casual. 
For the main event dinner, formal attire or a cocktail dress is 
recommended.

From José María Córdova International Airport, attendees can easily 
travel to Medellín by taxi or private transportation.

Air service

Ground transportation

Visa and travel documents

Weather and Dress Code

In Colombia, major international credit cards are accepted, including 
Visa, Mastercard, American Express, and Diners Club.

Banking and Cards
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Recommended
hotels

Hotel Dann Carlton y Belfort

El Poblado (+57) 604 444 51 51 
www.danncarlton.com

Hotel Estelar Milla de Oro

El Poblado (+57)  6043696300
www.estelarmilladeoro.com

Hotel Heiss

El Poblado (+57)  313 5250564
www.heisshotel.com

Hotel Poblado Plaza y Alejandría

El Poblado (+57) 604 6040872

www.hotelpobladoplaza.com

Hotel San Fernando Plaza

El Poblado (+57) 604 4445353 
www.hotelsanfernandoplaza.

V Grand Hotel

El Poblado (+57) 314 4583693
www.v-grandhotels.com/es

To facilitate the stay of both national and international attendees, hotels located in strategic 
areas of Medellín are recommended, close to the event venue and the city’s main business 

and dining districts.

Receive a discount using the suggested booking code: SDIMI2026.



Medellín:
the ideal setting

Recognized as one of the most innovative cities in Latin America, Medellín offers 
international connectivity, hotel infrastructure, gastronomy, culture, and a business 

and academic ecosystem ideal for a world-class event.

For both national and international attendees, Medellín represents a unique 
opportunity to enjoy a high-level experience in a vibrant, modern, safe city, globally 

recognized for its capacity for transformation.

SECURE YOUR SPOT

Be part of the event that is redefining global mining.

www.sdimi.enlaceingenieria.co

Contact:

info@enlaceingenieria.com

(+57) 302 108 9636


